TOPSHAM SAILING CLUB – DEVON YAWL FLEET 2010

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS - GENERAL INFORMATION

SCHEDULE OF RACES

The schedule of races is published in the official TSC Fixture Card

RULES

The definition of  “Rule” in the Racing Rules Of Sailing (RRS) includes sailing instructions and any other documents that govern racing. At TSC these are the General Sailing Instructions on the TSC Fixture Card and the TSC Local Yawl Class rules. In particular, intending competitors should read the General Sailing Instructions and complete and sign an Entry Form/Insurance Declaration, noting that the Club’s requirement for minimum third party insurance cover differs from that of the Devon Yawl Association (DYA). The full rules of the DYA  can be seen on the class website www.devonyawl.com. The TSC local Yawl Class Rules plus the DYA Event & Racing Rules are set out below.

SPECIFIC SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

There are two “Sailing Instructions” forms: one for the Tom Blanks Trophy and one for Summer Series, September Series and Bottoms Cup races. 

1 tsc Local yawl class Rules 
The Rules of the Devon Yawl Association shall apply.

In addition, whilst racing:

Boats shall carry a working outboard motor of at least 2 HP in place on the transom.

Neither echo sounders nor GPS devices shall be used.

Boats shall carry at least two paddles on board.

Boats shall be fully antifouled on the underwater surface of the hull.

Sails:

Sails shall be of an approved design and material and shall be made by the Topsham Yawl Fleet approved sailmaker. Currently Christopher Scanes at Shed 10 Topsham Quay, Topsham is the only approved sailmaker.


Sails shall only be altered by the approved sailmaker.

Sails can only be replaced every three years. Only the Yawl Fleet Captain, after consultation with the Technical Committee, shall give dispensations under this rule.
2 DYA EVENT AND RACING RULES
i. All boats entering in events shall conform to these rules.

ii. All boats shall be covered for a minimum of £1,000,000 third party insurance, and must show evidence of  such cover on request. Without such insurance a boat shall not take part in the event.

iii. Crew to consist of two or more persons including the helmsman.

iv. Personal buoyancy for all crew members to be on board when racing.

v. An anchor to be on board  minimum weight 4.54kg (10lbs) and minimum 18.288m (60ft) of suitable warp.

vi. A bucket minimum 9lt (2 gallons) for bailing to be on board.

vii. No adjustment of the position of the mainmast heel to be permitted whilst racing.

viii. All boats to be fitted with suitable oars or paddles to be on board.

ix. No adjustment to standing rigging whilst racing.

x. No deliberate adjustment to the position of the fixings for the mainsheet shall be permitted whilst racing.

xi. No sails other than sails conforming with these class rules may be set whilst racing.

xii. Neither the fixing point of the headsail tack nor the position of the headsail tack cringle shall be altered whilst racing.

xiii. Reefing lines need not be fitted but must be carried.

xiv. Boats are permitted to race without mainsails.

xv. Boats shall at all times when racing have their mizzen hoisted. The only exception permitted is in the case of a right of way boat which loses its mizzen as a result of a collision.

All local club rules and laws are to be observed even when they conflict with the Devon Yawl Class Rules.



3 Exoneration Penalty

 3.1 A boat that may have broken a rule of Part 2, or rule 31 or 42, may, after finishing the race concerned and before the start of a related protest hearing, notify the race committee that she accepts a 20% scoring penalty as stated in rule 44.3(c), (except that the minimum penalty is two places if that does not result in a score worse than DNF). This penalty does not reverse an OCS score, a disqualification under rule 30.3 or a penalty under Appendix P. It is not available for a breach of rule 2 or of class rules or for gross misconduct under rule 69. Nor is it available to a boat that caused injury or serious damage, or gained a significant advantage by her breach: in these circumstances, her penalty is to retire. 

3.2 When an Exoneration Penalty is accepted, 

(a) Neither the boat nor a protest committee may then revoke or remove the penalty. 

(b) The boat shall not be penalized further in a protest hearing when the protest committee decides that it was appropriate to the facts found and the applicable rules. 

4 Advisory Hearing 

When there is an incident that will not result in the lodging of a protest or a request for redress, a boat, protest committee or race committee may request an advisory hearing with the race office, and notify any boat involved in the incident. An adviser will then call a hearing to learn what may have happened and will state whether any rule appears to have been broken, and by which boat. A boat may as a result notify the race office that she accepts an Exoneration Penalty when it applies to the incident, or choose to retire. 

5 RYA Arbitration

5.1 When a protest or request for redress is lodged, a boat may at the same time request RYA Arbitration, or the protest committee or race committee may offer it. 

5.2 If the parties and a member of the protest or race committee agree that RYA Arbitration is suitable, an arbitrator (who may be that member of the protest committee) will call a hearing conforming to Section B of Part 5 of the Racing Rules of Sailing, except that rule 64.1(a) will not apply. Instead, when the arbitrator decides that a boat that is a party to the arbitration hearing has broken a rule for which the Exoneration Penalty is available, the party will be invited to accept that penalty, and, if it is accepted by a protested boat, the protesting boat will be allowed to withdraw the protest, changing rule 63.1. 

5.3 When there is not an agreement to use RYA Arbitration, or when, after RYA Arbitration, a protest is not withdrawn or the Exoneration Penalty is not applicable to the facts, there will be a normal protest hearing, at which the arbitrator may be a member of the protest committee. Rule 66 will not apply to the arbitration decision. A boat may still accept an Exoneration Penalty at any time before the start of a protest hearing and receive its protection from further penalization. She may also retire. 

5.4 When redress is offered and accepted at the RYA Arbitration, the protest committee or race committee may seek to have this reviewed by asking for a full hearing. When redress is offered and not accepted, or not offered at all, the boat may have her request heard before a protest committee.
6 SCORING

There is no minimum number of races to be completed in any series. The best 50% (rounded upwards) +1 scores for races in a series published in the Club Fixture List shall count for each boat. Appendices A4.1 “Low Point System” & A9 shall apply to all races. Appendix A4.2 shall not apply. Competitors should note down their finishing position in all races to provide clarification should this be required. 

7  AVERAGE POINTS

Where owners act as a member of the Race Committee on the RCB average points will be awarded to their boat if it does not compete.

 “Average Points” as above shall be a calculation based on a boat’s lowest total score in one less than the qualifying number of races divided by the number of qualifying races less one, the calculated number being rounded up or down to a whole number. Average Points can only be claimed by a boat once in a series.

