TOPSHAM SAILING CLUB – DEVON YAWL FLEET  2010

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TOM BLANKS TROPHY

(START AT TING TONG)

1 RULES & ENTRIES

Entry & eligibility requirements, which must be complied with, are detailed in the Club Fixture Card.
Racing will be governed by the rules as defined in the current Racing Rules Of Sailing and the prescriptions of the RYA.

2  CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS & NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

Any changes to sailing instructions will be posted on the Yawl Fleet’s notice board at the Club not later than the day before they take effect. 

Notices to competitors will also be posted on the same notice board.

Flag L will be displayed in both instances.

3 START LINE 

The Race Committee Boat (RCB) will be moored just south of Second Perch (Channel Mark No. 43)

The Start Line shall be the line between the mainmast of the RCB and the Outer Distance Mark (ODM), which is an orange spar buoy moored cross-channel off the Ting Tong bank. Second Perch shall rank as an Inner Distance Mark (IDM). 

When approaching the line to start, boats shall pass between the IDM and the ODM and, after the preparatory signal, boats shall not, at any time, pass between the IDM and the RCB in either direction. Any boat so doing will be disqualified without a hearing. This changes rule 63.1.

4 FINISH LINE 

The Finish Line shall be the line between the mainmast of the RCB and Ting Tong Pole. Boats shall pass between the IDM and Ting Tong Pole.

5 GENERAL INFORMATION & STARTING PROCEDURE

The Yawl races are started 10 minutes before the first Cruiser start time.

There are no handicaps for these Yawl races.

Signals made ashore will be displayed on the Club flagstaff.

Signals made afloat will be displayed by the RCB.

The Class flag is flag D

Races will be started by using rule 26 with the warning signal given 5 minutes before the starting signal.

6 RECALLS
Any boat to which rule 29.1 (individual recall) applies will, if possible, be hailed. This changes rule 29.1. In addition rule 29.2 will not apply, i.e. there will be no general recall.

7 MARKS (See TSC Yawl Fleet Chart)
The following are the marks specified in section 8 below. The ten numbered marks in the first two columns are nine buoys and one perch. These are charted channel navigational aids with only the buoys displaying numbers. None of these ten marks display their (local) names. Ting Tong Pole is a mark which must always passed to the south when racing.

20 Buoy (Nob)


37 Buoy (Barrel)


TSC Goat Walk Buoy                                          

22 Buoy (Ting Tong)

39 Buoy (Turf)



TSC Ting Tong Pole

24 Buoy (West Mud)

41 Buoy (3rd. Perch)


N. E. Gas Pipe Yellow Buoy (Course 1 only)

33 Buoy


43 Perch (2nd. Perch)




35 Buoy (Ranje)

45 Buoy (Bottom of Town)





NB  The gas pipe perch and its yellow buoys are not marks other than in the one instance above.
8 COURSES

Course Terminology:  “CC” = Channel Course, passing all marks on their correct (deep water) side.  

In the absence of “CC“ boats are free to sail any course in order to reach the next specified mark.

Course Signals:  Course 1 is the standard course that is always set for combined fixtures, i.e. the weekday evening races for Yawls and Cruisers, and it is not signalled visually. All other courses will be signalled by the RCB. 

Courses 2,  3 &  4 are for Yawl only fixtures.

Course 1:   41 (P) - CC -  33 (P) - NE Gas Pipe Buoy (P) - CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC - Finish Line. (See “Shortening Course a, b & c below)

Course 2 (Multi-lap):  CC - 39 Turf (P) - CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC - 39 Turf (P) - CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC - 39 Turf (P) - Goat Walk (P) - CC - Finish Line. 
Course 3 (Multi-lap):  CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC - 39 Turf (P) - CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC -39 Turf (P) - CC - Goat Walk (P) - CC - 39 Turf (P) - Finish Line. 
Course 4 Blackboard Course: The RCB will display the course on a blackboard together with details of Start and Finish Lines, should these differ from those listed above.

9 SHORTENING COURSES  (a, b & c change rule 32)

(a) Course 1: If, after 30 minutes from the signal for the start, the leading boat, whilst making for 33 Buoy, still has to pass a mark which precedes it, then the leading boat and all other boats shall turn at that preceding mark instead, leaving it on its required side. Then sail CC* - Goat Walk (P) - CC - Finish Line. * Once the course has been shortened 39 Turf ceases to be a mark for the return leg and can be passed on either side. 

(b) Course 1:  If the leading Yawl has not reached the Finish Line from the direction of 22 Ting Tong, within 60 minutes of the Yawl start, then the course will be shortened and boats shall finish as they cross the Finish Line coming from the direction of 22 Buoy. 

(c) Course 1: (For races sailed in September only). Boats will finish coming from the direction of 22 Ting Tong. The RCB will not display any signal to this effect.

10 PENALTIES

The penalty for breaking a rule of Part 2 of the Racing Rules of Sailing will be a promptly executed One Turn Penalty including 1 tack and 1 gybe. This changes rule 44.1.
(See, also, “Exoneration Penalty” - Item 3 of the Yawl Fleet General Information Sheet)

11 TIME LIMIT

The time limit will be two hours and ten minutes from the Yawl start time. 

If no boat finishes, all boats to which rule A9 applies will be scored as “Did not finish” (DNF). This changes rule 35.

12 SCORING + AVERAGE POINTS

Refer to Items 6 and 7 of the Yawl Fleet General Information Sheet.

13 PROTEST HEARINGS

(a) Formal Protests:  Any formal written protest shall be handed to the Race Officer within two hours of the finish of the last boat in the race. A hearing may be arranged by the Race Officer but, if he does not do so, the Fleet Captain or, in his absence, the Vice Commodore, shall arrange a hearing within seven days of the receipt of the protest. If a time for a hearing is not arranged within seven days of the incident the right to a hearing is lost. This changes rule 63.1

(b) Advisory Hearing:  (Refer to Item 4 of the Yawl Fleet General Information Sheet)

(c) RYA Arbitration:     (Refer to Item 5 of the Yawl Fleet General Information Sheet)

