TOPSHAM SAILING CLUB
STAGECOACH EXE TO DART CHALLENGE RACE
SATURDAY 15th MAY 2010
High Water Exmouth 0821 hrs BST (3.7m)

NOTICE OF RACE
This is a yacht race from the East Exe Cardinal Mark (or the new safe water mark), Exmouth, to Castle Ledge Buoy, Dartmouth. It is open to cruising and racing mono-hull yachts from the local area.  The race will be governed by the ISAF Racing rules of sailing 2009-2012, the prescriptions of the national authority, the rules of each class and the sailing instructions. 

Handicapping will be based on the RYA Portsmouth Yardstick Scheme as set out in the current YR2 document. Portsmouth Numbers will be those published by the race committee prior to the race on the TSC club website and circulated by email. Boats with no official Portsmouth number will be allocated a number before the start. There will be two starts with the cut point being at PY 1000.

Start times will be:
Slower fleet: (PY 1001 or above)

1000 hrs BST




Faster fleet: (PY 1000 or below)

1020 hrs BST

The course will be from the Exe Safe Water Buoy to the Castle Ledge Buoy. The Orestone, Dartmouth Mewstone South Cardinal Mark and West Rock South Cardinal mark are all to be left to starboard.

Enquiries should be made to Neal Ricketts, Tel (01392) 87 4786 (before 2000hrs please)

Completed Race Entry should be sent to:-

Neal Ricketts, c/o Topsham Sailing Club, Hawkins Quay, Ferry Road, Topsham, Exeter.

All entries will be free. Late entries received after 11th May, will be accepted up to 2200hrs on Friday 14th May, but all boats entered late will be awarded a ‘base rig’ handicap (i.e. full genoa and spinnaker).

Entry Forms and Sailing instructions are available on the Topsham Sailing Club web site, www.topsham-sc.org.uk . Final PY numbers/ fleet splits also published from Wednesday onwards. Competitors unable to access this site should contact the race secretary.

Prizes will be awarded to the three fastest boats on corrected in each fleet. In the event of a high turnout in the slower fleet the results will be split to form a third fleet for those with a PY of 1101 or above. Additionally, there will be an overall prize for the boat with the fastest overall corrected time.

Competitors are invited to join members of Topsham Sailing Club and the Stagecoach team for liquid refreshment, generously sponsored by Stagecoach. The reception party will be held on the events pontoon at Darthaven Marina. Meals will be available from the Royal Dart Yacht Club. Please identify the number of guests for whom catering will be required on your Entry Form.

It is intended to start the prize giving at Darthaven Marina Visitor’s Pontoon at about 1930hrs, after which, meals will be served.

All yachts entered in the Race must hold a valid, current Certificate of Insurance, which covers the owner for the period of the race(s).  This certificate should be available for inspection if required.

It shall be the sole responsibility of each Boat to decide whether or not to start or to continue to race.

The race organisers shall not be liable for any loss, damage, death or personal injury howsoever caused to the owner/competitor, his/her skipper or crew, as a result of their taking part in the race. Moreover, every owner/competitor warrants the suitability of his/her yacht for the race. The safety of a yacht and her entire management, including insurance, shall be the sole responsibility of the owner/competitor who must ensure that the yacht is fully found, thoroughly seaworthy, and manned by a crew sufficient in number and experience who are physically fit to face bad weather. The owner/competitor must be satisfied as to the soundness of the hull, spars, rigging, sails and all gear.   He/she must ensure that all safety equipment is properly maintained stowed and in date and that the crew know where it is kept and how it is used. The owner/competitor acknowledges this when he/she signs the Certificate on the Entry Form and in doing so also undertakes to inform the skipper and crew of its contents.

